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Montserado, which towards the extremity rises to
a promontory, sufficiently majestic to present a
bold distinction from the uniform level of the
coast.

The town of Monrovia is situated on the inland
side of the peninsula, on the s. w. bank of the river
Montserado, about two miles within the extremity
of the Cape.    The original settlement approached
within  150 yards of the water, and occupied the
highest part of the spiral ridge, which traverses a
large part of the peninsula, and rises at this place
to about 75 feet.    At the time this territory was
purchased by the agents of the American Coloniza-
tion Society, in December 1821, this tract of land
was covered by a dense and lofty forest, entangled
with vines (a very large description of parasitical
plant, so called) and brushwood, which rendered it
almost impervious to new settlers.

Opposite the town, are two small islands con-
taining together less than three acres of ground.
The largest of these islands is nearly covered with
houses built in the native style, and occupied by a
family of several hundred domestic slaves, for-
merly the property of an English factor, but now
held in a state of qualified vassalage (common in
Africa) by a black man.

This little community lives so entirely within its
own resources, that the individuals composing it
are little known by their neighbours ; their utter
indifference to whose politics, however, does noc